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1.0  OVERVIEW 

Military facilities and activities in North Carolina consist of U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) operations and the 

North Carolina National Guard. The military sector represents freight and cargo movements in North Carolina. This 

includes the movement of military personnel, supplies and equipment around North Carolina, around the United 

States and throughout the world. The following branches of the U.S. Military are represented in North Carolina: U.S. 

Army, Navy/Marines, Air Force and Coast Guard. Currently there are no Space Force bases in North Carolina. The 

freight and cargo movements of the seven North Carolina military bases are described in this report.  

1.1 U.S. Department of Defense Military Bases in North 

Carolina 

Table 1.1 provides a summary of the seven DoD bases and their corresponding activities in the state. Coordination 

with the North Carolina Department of Military and Veterans Affairs (DMVA) indicated a favorable working 

relationship between the bases and local, regional and state transportation departments. Many of the facilities have 

witnessed significant growth over the last decade and are positioning for even more. The geographic location, good 

working relationships with state officials and access to a well-maintained transportation network were noted as 

advantages for North Carolina operations.   

TABLE 1.1. U.S. MILITARY BASES IN NORTH CAROLINA  

Military Base Location Military Branch Description 

Fort Bragg  Fayetteville  U.S. Army  
Special Ops Command, Forces Command, Army Reserve 
Command, Womack Army Medical Center, Pope and Simmons 
Airfields  

Military Ocean Terminal 
Sunny Point (MOTSU)  Southport  U.S. Army  Import and export of weapons, ammunition, explosives, and military 

equipment, operated by the 596th Transportation Brigade  

Camp Lejeune  Jacksonville  U.S. Navy  
Marines  

Military training facility and Marine Expeditionary Force, Special 
Operations Command, Engineer School, School of Infantry, Naval 
Hospital, Field Medical Training Battalion, Joint Maritime Training 
Center and Special Operations Regiment  

Marine Corps Air 
Station (MCAS) Cherry 
Point  

Havelock  U.S. Marines Corps 
Air Station for the 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing, Marine Aircraft Groups 
14 and 28, 6th Special Security Communications Team, Combat 
Logistics Company 21 and Fleet Readiness Center  

MCAS New River  Jacksonville  U.S. Marines Corps  
Air Station for the Marine Aircraft Group 26 and 29, Center for Naval 
Aviation Technical Training, Marine Wing Support Squadron 272, 
Marine Air Control Squadron 2, and the 362nd Training Squadron  

Seymour Johnson Air 
Force Base (AFB)  Goldsboro  U.S. Air Force  Air Force base for the 4th Fighter Wing, 916th Air Refueling Wing Air 

Force Reserve Command, and the 414th Fighter Group   
Coast Guard Air 
Station  Elizabeth City  U.S. Coast Guard  Aviation Technical Training Center, the Aviation Logistics Center and 

Station Elizabeth City  
Source: North Carolina DMVA; military websites 
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1.2  North Carolina National Guard 

The North Carolina National Guard (NCNG) deploys soldiers, supplies and equipment around North Carolina and 

throughout the United States for operational and training missions. The mission of the NCNG is to deploy military 

capabilities to defend the State and Nation. This includes deployments to military operations and training sessions 

throughout the U.S. and overseas. Led by the North Carolina Governor, the NCNG has seven major subordinate 

commands (MSC) in the state (see Table 1.2).  

TABLE 1.2. MAJOR NORTH CAROLINA NATIONAL GUARD UNITS  

National Guard Unit Location 

60th Troop Command  Raleigh  

449th Theater Aviation Brigade  Morrisville (RDU) 

30th Armored Brigade Combat Team  Clinton  

113th Sustainment Brigade  Greensboro  

139th Regiment  Fayetteville  

130th Maneuver Enhancement 
Brigade  

Charlotte  

145th Airlift Wing  Charlotte (CLT) 

Source: North Carolina DMVA 

 

Over 11,000 soldiers and airmen serve at these units. There is a steady stream of personnel and cargo transported 

to and from the National Training Center (NTC) in California. While the NCNG maintains 79 facilities throughout the 

state, most of NCNGôs heavy equipment (M1 Tanks, armored personnel carriers, Bradleyôs, howitzers, etc.) are 

located at the Maintenance and Training Equipment Site (MATES) located on Fort Bragg.  

The NCNG Defense Movement Coordinator (DMC) / North Carolina Movement Control Center (NCMCC) are the 

sole approval authorities for all Department of Defense convoy operations originating within the State. The NCMCC 

coordinates all military movements for training, exercises, mobilizations and emergency response. The NCMCC 

coordinates with the 53 other state and territorial movement control centers for request of special hauling permits 

and monitoring interstate convoys. NCMCC is responsible for the planning and execution of movement of NCNG 

forces. The DMC acts as the senior Army representative for North Carolina Emergency Highway Traffic Regulation 

during declared federal and state emergencies. The DMC / NCMCC work closely with the North Carolina 

Department of Transportation (NCDOT) to ensure the safety of the general public during military movements over 

the Stateôs highway network.  

1.3 Military Base Access and the North Carolina Strategic 

Transportation Corridors 

The North Carolina Strategic Transportation Corridors (STCs) represent a future network of 25 high priority, 

integrated multimodal facilities (links) promoting efficient, reliable connectivity to critical transportation and 

economic activity centers (nodes) throughout the state and to key markets outside the state. These corridors 

include Interstate and US highways, Class I railroads, select Short Line railroad and connections to international 

airports, major seaports, and other transportation terminals (see Figure 1.1). As stated in 2015 NCDOT Policy, the 
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goals of STCs include providing ñessential connections to national transportation networks critical to interstate 

commerce and national defenseò and supporting efficient ñtransport logistics and economic development 

throughout the state.ò This language indicates the importance of efficient freight and military movement to the 

development of STCs and how the identification of these facilities melds with national known networks such as the 

DoD's Strategic Highway Network (STRAHNET).  The STRAHNET is a 62,791-mile system of roads deemed 

necessary for emergency mobilization and peacetime movement of heavy armor, fuel, ammunition, repair parts, 

food, and other commodities to support U.S. military operations.  The STRAHNET is critical to the DoD's domestic 

operations.
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FIGURE 1.1. NORTH CAROLINA STRATEGIC TRANSPORTATION CORRIDORS  

 
Source: NCDOT Transportation Planning Division (TPD)
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2.0  NORTH CAROLINA MILITARY GOODS 

MOVEMENT 

Freight and cargo in the form of supplies and equipment are transported between military bases, around North 

Carolina, around the United States and throughout the world. This complex operation includes motor carrier and rail 

freight in addition to barge, ship and air cargo movements. Fort Bragg is strategically located adjacent to I-95 and 

the CSX Railroad. Seymour Johnson is close to I-95 and the Norfolk Southern (NS) Railroad. The other military 

bases are located near the coast in more remote locations with good access in some cases to rail and ports but 

limited access to the interstate highway network. This section describes intermodal freight and cargo movements 

for each base. Figure 2.1 depicts the seven North Carolina military bases in relation to the North Carolina Strategic 

Transportation Corridor Network. 
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FIGURE 2.1. NORTH CAROLINA STRATEGIC TRANSPORTATION CORRIDORS AND MILITARY BASES   
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